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Bible Studies,
Theology and Ministry
NOT MANY PEOPLE REALIZE THAT THE
United States of America is the
country with the second-largest
population of Spanish-speaking
people in the world. In the North
American Division of Seventh-day
Adventists, church membership
among Hispanics has been growing
steadily. This growth is a blessing
but the resources necessary
to support Spanish-language
churches, pastors, lay ministers
and evangelists have not grown in
proportion to the need.
In 2009, a group of Hispanic
theology, ministry and education
scholars (both professors and
doctoral students) from Andrews
University and other Adventist
institutions around the world
founded the Hispanic Adventist
Center for Theological Dialogue
[Centro Hispano Adventista para
el Diálogo Teológico] (CHADT). The
mission of CHADT has been to support the ministry of the Adventist
church to Spanish-speaking peoples and to help raise the awareness
of Andrews University and other institutions of higher learning to the
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needs of these communities. As a
result of their good work, Andrews
University has become a member of
the Hispanic Theological Initiative Consortium (HTIC). HTIC has
helped to sponsor more than 12
doctoral students, providing both
financial assistance and mentoring
for dissertations.
Then, in 2015, Andrews University collaborated with the Hispanic
Adventist Center for Theological
Dialogue to create the Spanish
Ministerial Initiative in order to
develop materials, resources and
courses in Spanish that would help
prepare pastors and lay leaders by
providing them with a strong biblical foundation for their ministries.
In 2017, under the leadership of
Rubén Muñoz-Larrondo, associate professor of biblical studies,

Clockwise: Bust of Nefertiti, Museum of
Antiquities, Cairo, Egypt  Recording in
Alexandria, Egypt  A tomb in the Valley of
the Kings  Virtual launch of the Spanish
Ministerial Certificate Textbook Series in
summer 2020 by the “Iniciativa Ministerial
Hispana” of the Andrews University
Department of Religion & Biblical Languages
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It became clear to
Muñoz-Larrondo
and his colleagues
in CHADT that there
were not enough
instructional
materials available
in Spanish to provide
the foundation
necessary for
ministry in the
Adventist church.

Andrews University initiated
the first undergraduate ministerial certificate offered for
academic credit completely in
Spanish in the U.S. To make the
program available to as many
students as possible, it is available online and students may
complete the certificate alone
or apply it toward an associate’s degree in religion from
Andrews University.
It became clear to MuñozLarrondo and his colleagues
in CHADT that there were not
enough instructional materials

available in Spanish to provide the foundation necessary
for ministry in the Adventist
church. Enlisting the support
of Andrea Luxton, Andrews
University president, Keith
Mattingly, former dean, College
of Arts & Sciences, and Alayne
Thorpe, dean, College of Education & International Services/
dean, School of Graduate
Studies, Muñoz-Larrondo and a
group of 85 Spanish-speaking
scholars and theologians from
around the world embarked on
the daunting task of creating a

series of textbooks with supporting videos and instructional
guides for the ministerial certificate. To date, eight books in the
series have been developed—
three already published, three
in the final editing process, and
two in preparation. The textbooks are informed by extensive
research and three biblical
expeditions—Turkey and Israel
in 2016, the route of Exodus in
2017, and Rome in 2018.
In addition to Muñoz-Larrondo,
a number of distinguished
Spanish-speaking scholars

Below: Team at Jerusalem in 2016—CHADT’s professors worked in partnership with the “Iniciativa
Ministerial Hispana” of the Andrews University Department of Religion & Biblical Languages,
recording “Series Expediciones Bíblicas” in Israel, Turkey, Rome, Egypt and Jordan
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devoted their time and expertise
as editors of the textbooks; this
list includes Roberto Badenas,
Enrique Báez, Félix Cortéz, Victor
Figueroa, Abner Hernández,
Ricardo Norton, Ángel Manuel
Rodríguez and Davide Sciarabba.
Luxton has said of the series,
“As the first academic accredited courses of theology/religion
completely in Spanish in the
NAD, we do hope that these will
deepen biblical understanding
and strengthen ministry in the
Spanish language throughout
the division.” 
Scan the QR code for more
information on the Spanish
Ministerial Certificate offered
at Andrews University.

